
To H. Edward Whitaker 30 Jan 
‘956 

30 January 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

The Reverend H. Edward Whittaker 
1122 Buffalo Avenue 
Niagara Falls, New York 

Dear Horace: 

This is just a note to say that I will be very happy to preach for you on the dates 
that you have designated. I have already placed this engagement on my calendar. 

Please feel free to contact me concerning necessary details. I am looking for- 
ward with great anticipation to a rich fellowship with you and your fine members. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr. 

MLElmt 

P.S. The bus situation here in Montgomery i s  keeping me so busy that I hardly 
have time to breathe. 

TLc. DABCC. 

Notes on MIA Mass Meeting at First Baptist 
Church, by Willie Mae Lee 

3oJanuary 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

In a stirring address to more than 2,000 boycotters at an MIA mass meeting at Rev. 
Ralph Abernathy S First Baptist Church, King links the city S ‘~et-tough”poliq with 
his recent arrest and imprisonment for speeding but insists that “we still hold 
steadfast.”’ “I want you to know that i fM.  L. King had never been born this 
movement would have taken place. Ijust happened to be here. ”Lee, a member of the 
Fisk University research team, also took notes on speeches (omitted here) ly Abernathy, 
Rufus Lewis, and S. S. Seay that evening. She did not record Kings announcement 
during the meeting that his house had been bombed. According to another source, he 
told the gathering to “be calm and quiet. Don’t do anything that will not be for justice, 
for God is with  US."^ 

I .  See Complaint, City ojMontgommy u. Martin L. Kzng, 26 January 1956, p. 106 in this volume. 
2. Quoted in Joe Azbell, “Blast Rocks Residence of Bus Boycott Leader,” Montgomery Advertiser, 

31 January 1956. “3 
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